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Disco VE’R-_/NG THE ONE NEW MAN OF
NORTH AMERICAN -

BY RICHARD Twiss

believe the word of the Lord to the Church in

the US and Canada for this new millennium
is a challenge to discover the “one new man” of
Ephesians 2 between Native and non-Native
peoples. After
existence in this land, we have yet to understand -
and embrace the Father’s heart for
reconciliation and co-equality in
the Body of Christ regarding the =
Host People of the land.

Paul says‘in Eph 2:14-16
that God has torn down the walls
of hostility and animosity that
separated Jew and Gentile peoples
through the completed work of
Christ on the cross. After rentoving
the barriers that separated them,
the Father made from the two
peoples one new man in Jesus Christ..
We have yet to see the release of the

“one new man” in North America, where the
walls of hostility and distrust, issues of injustice
and unequal balance between our “two” peoples
are truly reconciled at the cross of Christ. I see
at least three challenges to the One New Man
@ Paternalism. The systemic attitude in’
Christian leadership structures that regard Native
people as lacking sufficient “ministerial compe-
tence” to be authentically entrusted with author-

ity and organizational leadership. I see it all the - |

time when talking with Anglo ministry leaders
who question why the Native church can’t “get it
together.” Or they choose to be neutral on con-
troversial issues of culture, rather than support
what they know to be right. The tendency to not
fully trust; empower, or release Native leaders to
“do ministry” in culturally appropriate ways.

L Apathy. Out of sight, out of mind typi-
fies the level of awareness that exists in the
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Body of Christ concerning Native peoples. Na-
tive people quickly fade out of the picture after
the initial excitement wears off.

- e Arrogance. Dismissal of the prophetic

significance and importance First Nations peo-
ple have in fulfilling God’s purposes for renewal
and revival in the land, in relationship to 2
§ Chronicles 7:14. Issues of the
land and corporate sin relating
to Native peoples are critical to
national renewal. 2
The following are three keys to
releasing this one new man.
® Repentance. Acknowl-
~ edging the three previous chal-
lenges for the sins that they are,
then turning away from them.
Reconciliation. Be-
cause there never was a former
healthy relationship to begin with, we’re not be-
ing reconciled to that, but instead are reconciled
to God’s purpose and intention for the one new
man in North America. ik
[ ) Brotherhood & Partnership. Acknowl-
edging and embracing First Nations believers
and leaders as valued co-equal partners in the
life, work, and mission of the church of Jesus.
Christ among the nations.

As we enter this new millennium, | want
to challenge you as a fellow believer to no
longer see First Nations people solely as the
mission field, but as co-equals partners in minis-
try. Identify First Nations ministries and leaders
that you can build relationships with, then begin
supporting them financially on a monthly basis
and praying for them regularly. As we choose to
walk in the light, it is out of the context of rela-
tionships that we will live out the realities of the
one new man in North America. m
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“I have come
that they may
have life, and
that they may
have it more

abundantly.”
- John 10:10
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