e e e o INCNEW EMERGING EVANGELICAL MOVEMENT - =
Natives embrace own culture to worship God

by Gordon Legpe

Ihere 15 0 new monveEmen! emeTging amang native evangelcalc
thar Blendn indipenous culural expressinng — such s dancing.
chaming and dramming — with the worship of Jesus Chrls,

This was showeased ot e Many Nutboas, Oae Veice —
Celehrations 2000 conference beld at the Unaversity of Calgary
in lae Junse.

Several hundred native and non-astive Christans gathered
over the coarse of three dave 1o Bsten 1o & vanety of gritﬁ-m
leaders. whille linking hards, drumming and simging songs like
Kemoramhbina (Lowe Medicine) — a call 0 lake the bvang
mediciee of Jesus o the people of the workd,

“Yesom Gia Non Ron KwaHi Ya Weh Hi Yol esos Yaweh
Gin Moo Ron Kwa. Jesas iy Good Medicinea Non Ron Ewal
Ga Moo Ron Kwa,' the people sang.

““This conference is long overdus,' " sald Vincent Yellow Ohd
Woman, an evanpeBst from the Siksika Madon, who recounted
how the native cultural tradisoas have Been unfecessan|y sap-
pll:ii':d within the Chrstinn church far tar b0 long

M was histonic,”” sald Dean Shingoose, pesser of Cakgary
MNafive Pentecostal Cherch and sae of the conference coganizers.

““1 think it sllowed people w0 see sborigingl people in
poitive light in the conteat of thewr calturs,” be s&id in &n
imtervicw afterwards. * 1 think it bronght & kot of hnu]irlslﬂ-ﬂﬂﬁ'!{-

people.

People ansally ssiocizsie mative singing and dancing i a noa-
Christian conlext, ol o pow.agus of e Calgary Stampedes
Iradiam Village.

- Tﬂh_lr:\' had a :tlﬂthim §oe mﬂTli:lill!':‘:dﬂJ expression a8 a valid
arm of worship, goose explu

““We're asing the culuic as ul::l:':t-lm o plonfying God. We
wang “u'.'-h.np-h: be I:'I:n.'n centerod I it's mot Cheiss and Wored-
cepterad, i1's invalid.”

First Mations worship leaders, ke Shingoose, claim thes new
integratina of culiure and worchip will help reach many mone
aalive people for Chst,

They alea sxy it will help Indigenoas peopls bead the way In
taking Cheest o all nalioes in 2 nesw wave o rencwal.

Shingoose added ibe conference may have served as the
fong-awaited follow-up w the Easfer sunrise service on Mose
Hill Park in 1993, during which the city's church leaders
apologized 10 southern Alberta's native -:un'-'u-ml:. for histaric
|['Jl,|.il;.rl;::5 comnmitied npgninst the regior’s indigenous peoples.

¥4 the new movemsnd is nob without controversy. For
cennries, Christian misslopartes sought 0 emdicaie native
spiritual exprewsions, viewing them as pagan or heathen,

In recentudecades, bowever, then b been an amempl, pamice:
laely amoag maindine Prolestasts and Romen Cathalics 1o intcgrate
same of 1he celnzal ingo Cheestiae worship. The key
it 1o avald syneretism, a blending of Chiristian asd pagan belisfs.

“Eibnis seasitivity s appropriate and long overdee,'" smd
Ciary Wakth, president of the Evangeleal Fellowship of Cannda
(EFC), whe addicssed the openleg ssalon.

CALGARY Pastor Dean Shingoose beats nathe drum,

“The safepuand is an emphasis on the Chrisiisn cssentials,"
iz said afterwards.

Shingoose, o Soulbeaux from Saskatchewan, has pastored his
Calgary congregation for the past 10 yearn,

More and more, Shingoose and mamy other nminee pasios
have srngglad with why Chrtstiaaing, desplos husideeds of years
of missienary actvity, has barely mads adent among indi penous
peoples in MNorth Aumerica.

[n 1998, he atendsd a Workd Chaistian Gaibening of Indige-
noas Peoples in Bapsd City, South Dakots. There ke witnessed
First Matans worshipping Chis wearing iraditions]
regalia and celebrating ceremonial songs, music and dance,

This year, Bichard Twiss. a Lakota Christian murasaer and
presider of Wicoal Infermational, hegm staging Afamy Mationt,
Cine Wioite conferemces across MNomh America. The Calgary
conferemce was a first for Canada,

iy dozen vears apo, Twiss, b, bepan skiog himnacif, ““How
do we present Jesus to native people in 8 way that cocan "t repel
thecimi, but atzracts them (=10 g fife promised by His fathes T

Enarviewed in Calgary, Twiss said it is no diffevent than what
it done @ alirset young people o a Chastian youth group —
you bring in rockers, nol Tl-year-nk Sautherm Gospel pria,

The Angho church communaity and the Christan academlc

COMUTENEY. i3 very suppoative, said Twiss, who was oste

member of the mdical millant American [ndiam Movenent
befiore becaming & borm-apain Christisn in 974,

‘e find the geealest oppesition from native Christian
beaders,"” he cxpladned

Opponents come ot of a paemalistie, Anglo misiionary
background, he sad, which leaches thal galive ways are seeepad
i the oocultand are devicesof the devil. They hefieve raditional
practices must be replaced by Eumpesn-Christian nppeoaches,

Culsural practices ane being confused with religioms practices.
I's & question of ersuring thay Chrlst is not compromised, be
saidd, *“The biggestobstache i ignorance, @ ek of knowledge.™
EuTwiu:ﬁthm r:]l.m rlﬁ‘-: Christian EE:-‘F‘! it Chira and

: ar cultiral expressions provide o springhoard in
'n'i;.::l fior the canise of Christ as pﬂ-ﬂ-pltl“mtrd‘ldnﬂﬂrﬂd ae
foscinated by indigenoas peoples.

Im Switzerland, for example, the growp began dramming in a
Lrusznne P.l.l'l: and within minmies o couple of hendrad penqle
gatbered around, The native pastors ussd the occasion 1o preach
the gospel.

The wrig came about because a Chaistdan from Swizerlaml
aticided the Rapid City gathering amd begean working wo bring
an cranpelistic toam of mative poople o Earope.

“'God is sovercignly placing us in posifions of international
menisery,” " Thwiss suid.

Canady’s urban natves are: 2 o mussion feld, Shingoose said

In Calgary, there afe aboat 26,000 nagive people, Yet thee
are cnly two evanpelicnl Christian churches which minisicr
specifically 1o native peaple. The olber congregation is the
Matve Bible Fellwship, And between them, they have finle
meare than a hundeed mcmibess, Thies other churches have
folded in mocent yeass,

There are marmy reasons ady native Christian chirches ssnagple.
Shi:g,m old an afternoon workshop about the challenges
facing wiban shoriginal minisiry. They inclade poverty, high
unemplomear, rﬁ'u: amd alcohnd proslems, an abnoemally high
suicide rare and an eamemely voung populiton with am aversion
i Christianaty bocsuse of past abuis

Azsimilation has failed abwamally, Shingoose said, Rather,
msimaining tbeir identity is centrol o the healing of First
Magons peoples.

Shingoase, who participated in Calgary's Espter puprise
SETVEDe seven years o, boped it woald lead o aiber inaliives
hetwreen the ban communities.

*We're forgoamen: we're invisible"" he lamenied,

The cvangelical community mecds iy ke 4 comimitnsEat o
develop aburiginal leaders and aborginal churches with sborigi-
nal members, said Shinpoose, wha -nfn:-urn:l of one doy passoring
& full-fledged Teepee church in Calgary.

Yei Shingoose, o member of the ERC's Abofigimal Task
Force, said he's ercouraped by a new level of apefness. 50 ©
EFIC president Walsh

" Awaneness is goowng, " Walsh sakl T think there is real

“pozss o minisemng with the natve gomesnily.'



